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Office of the State Engineer 
 
Equitably apportioning limited water has become increasingly complex, and vacancies 

constrain the department’s progress on some key measures. Ongoing interstate stream 

conflicts include Texas’ claim in the U.S. Supreme Court that pumping from 

groundwater wells near the Rio Grande has reduced the amount of water delivered to 

Texas, and the federal government’s claim that New Mexico has harmed its ability to 

deliver water as required under its international treaty with Mexico. Risks for New 

Mexico from this interstate suit include possible restrictions on water use in New Mexico 

and the erosion of the state’s sovereign authority to manage the state’s waters. The Water 

Resource Allocation Program has backlogs and difficulty meeting some targets due to 

vacancies and increasing workload. 

 

Water Resource Allocation   

 

The number of backlogged water rights applications increased this quarter despite efforts 

to keep the backlog under 500 applications. The program did not meet the target for 

water rights applications processed per month due to vacancies and a continued increase 

in the number of complaints of illegal water use during drought. The program seems 

unlikely to meet its target for transactions abstracted into the water administration 

resource system, but has recently hired two FTEs and a summer intern to help process 

transactions. OSE believes this action will allow the program to get back on track in 

processing transactions. As the agency expected, dam inspections increased in the third 

quarter after weather caused delays in quarters one and two. The agency is on track to 

exceed its target by the end of FY19. 

 
Budget:  $14,250.5  FTE: 182 

 FY17 FY18 FY19 
   

 

Measure Actual Actual Target Q1 Q2 Q3 Rating 

Unprotested and unaggrieved water 

right applications backlogged* 
416 451 N/A 506 499 519 

 

 

Unprotested water rights 

applications processed, per month 
36 27 50 30 28 26 

 

Transactions abstracted annually 

into the water administration 

resource system database 

14,566 15,612 20,000  4,689 3,055 5,719 
 

Notices issued to owners of 

publicly-owned dams notifying 
them of deficiencies or issues 

NEW NEW 45 6 8 24  

 Program Rating 
 

*Measure is classified as explanatory and does not have a target. Rating is based on comparison with 

past year performance. 
 

 
Interstate Stream Commission 
 

New Mexico’s cumulative Pecos River Compact credit is positive, because of a credit 

calculated by the river master related to evaporation from water held for Texas in 

Brantley Reservoir. Texas objected by filing a motion for review with the U.S. Supreme 

Court, which will determine the next steps. The accounting of credit water under the Rio 

Grande Compact is the subject of ongoing litigation. According to OSE, however, New 

Mexico over-delivered in CY18 and will have an accrued credit in CY19.  

ACTION PLAN 

Submitted by agency?   Yes 

Timeline assigned?   No 

Responsibility assigned?   Yes 

Reservoir Capacity New Mexico 
Statewide 

Reservoir 2017 2018 
2019 
YTD 

Abiquiu 
Reservoir 12% 10% 6% 

Bluewater 
Lake 21% 15% 30% 

Brantley Lake 2% 3% 2% 

Caballo 
Reservoir 21% 14% 9% 

Cochiti Lake 10% 10% 11% 

Conchas Lake 24% 79% 49% 

Costilla 
Reservoir 74% 78% 33% 

Eagle Nest 
Lake 53% 54% 55% 

El Vado 
Reservoir 68% 43% 16% 

Elephant Butte 
Reservoir 17% 18% 14% 

Heron 
Reservoir 49% 38% 20% 

Lake Avalon 43% 65% 58% 

Lake Sumner 22% 28% 29% 

Navajo 
Reservoir 84% 72% 66% 

Santa Rosa 
Reservoir 12% 21% 17% 

Source: Natural Resources Conservation Service 
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The New Mexico unit fund measure tracks total expenses and is reported for the fiscal 

year in the second quarter. The increase was due to payments to the Bureau of 

Reclamation for an environmental impact statement related to the Gila River diversion 

project, and for reimbursements to local governments for non-unit fund water projects. 

Because the governor vetoed $1.698 million in FY20 capital funding from the New 

Mexico unit fund to OSE that would have been used to plan and design a new water 

supply project in southwestern New Mexico, the future of the Gila River project is 

uncertain. 

  

Budget:  $13,147.9    FTE: 46 
 

FY17 

  

FY18 

 

FY19 
   

 

Measure Actual Actual Target Q1 Q2 Q3  Rating 

Cumulative state-line delivery credit 

per the Pecos River Compact, in 
thousand acre feet 

   137.9   137.9 > 0 109 170.8 170.8  

Cumulative state-line delivery credit 
per the Rio Grande Compact, in 

thousand acre feet 

-20.3  -0.7 > 0 -0.7 -0.7 5.4  

Cumulative New Mexico unit fund 

expenditures, in millions* 
NEW $9.02 N/A Annual $14.8 Annual  

Program Rating 
 

*Measure is classified as explanatory and does not have a target.   

 
Litigation and Adjudication 
 

These two measures track progress toward the completion of the adjudication of all water 

rights in New Mexico. For FY19, to provide more meaningful data on the cumulative 

effect of adjudications, the program included water rights with judicial determinations 

in both closed and active adjudications. The program is on track to meet both targets. 

 

Budget:  $7,088.4    FTE: 67 FY17 FY18 FY19     

Measure Actual Actual Target Q1 Q2 Q3 Rating 

Offers to defendants in 

adjudications  
566 300 200 131 78 141  

Water rights that have judicial 

determinations 
66% 67% 70% 75% 75% 75%  

 Program Rating 
 

 


